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Gandhi’s Economic Thought sti
Prof. Ravi SubhashraoSatbhai we
Assistant Professor ba
ATSPM’s Arts, Commerce and me
Science College, Ashti
1)
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi (i 869-1948) developed a vibrant critique of the mode o
of development and also of the very idea of ‘civilization® as it was then exemplified by the ou
British Empire and the western nations. This model of ideology, as he argued, rested on the
violence and exploitation (slavery and then colonization), and abandoned both morality and n
spirituality, while creating new needs which were impossible to satisfy. In all of these senses, the
western civilization essentially created misery and marginalization. Yet as he forsaw with
great prescience: “this civilization is such that one must Just be patient and it will self- =
destruct”. The industrialization and globalization of the economy was, he argued, a disaster =
for India. ‘ the
For Gandhi, the economy was meaningful to the extent that it opened out the
possibility of well-being for all people. That implied a system of production, of distribution "
and consumption defined by the essential needs of most deprived people in the society with G
the aim of supporting the highest values of human life, recognizing human dignity, non- o
violence and creative labour. Wi
It was in this context that Gandhi’s notion of the “well-being of all’ (sarvodaya) wi
emerged as the term to describe social and economic Jjustice. His understanding of the path to wh
sarvodaya was through a village economy which maximized the powers of the traditional .
Indian handcrafts and only employed modern machines that allowed for a “production by the .
masses’ rather than ‘mass production’. In this light, Gandhi choose the spinning wheel

(charka) as a symbol not only of the battle in India for the liberation tfrom British imperialism o
but also of economic independence.

Gandhi’s economic thought depended very much on the English artist and writer, E;(
John Ruskin (1819-1900). In his outrage at the injustice and inhumanity of industrialization, Ve
Ruskin denounced the savagery of capitalism which destroyed the social fabric and created _
poverty while ravaging society with an economy that had no morality. He proposed to W1
“discover a different type of technology which was founded not only on rationality but also Th

on the spiritual life of the human being’: that which is true for science and technology is also b
true for politics and the economy.

: . . : . . to.
Gandhi was also inspired by the thought of the American activist and writer, Henry

David Thoreau and above all, the Russian writer, Leo Tolstoy. From them, he developed his \};r;
understanding not only of non-violence but also of his own chosen way of life: a simplicity of i
needs, a focus on the means and techniques used to achieve the ends, the fundamental the
requirement for a sharing of wealth among all people, a commitment to the greatest possible Mo
autonomy of action, and a focus on grassroots self-organization of decentralized and pr;
democratic communities. Sy

Gandhi was not an economist but his economic vision is full of a rich understanding prc|
of economic dynamics and processes as well as of human and social reality. It was also cac
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stimulated by the alternatives which it proposed: for the “father’ of India’s independence, it
was the dignity of the human being rather than their material prosperity which ought to be the
basis of economic structures, Both economics and politics should not be reduced to only
material things but should become the means to the realization of spiritual and cultural goals.

In this light, Gandhi distinguishes the following:

1) self-government/self-reliance (swaray),

Political swarqj (as in the book, Hind Swaraj) envisages India’s independence of
English colonization. Economic swaraj 1s based on the capacity of each country to use its
own resources for its proper development. Gandhi thought that it was not the development of
the cities which would make for a non-violent autonomy of the Indian people: only the
consolidation of the politica] and economic autonomy of villages could, in his view, support
the building of a non-violent society.

“True independence”, he said, “will not come from some people seizing power but
rather from the power which we a] have to oppose the abuse of authority. In other words, we
ought to come to independence by inculeating the masses with the conviction that they have
the possibility of controling the exercise of authority and of maintaining it with respect.”

Gandhi’s conception of economic self-reliance is well summarized in a passage from
a text drawn from Retirn to the Sources, written by Lanza delVasto in May, 1937.% In it,
Gandhi, speaking to young people, says:

“Isend you to the villages where we will be companions in the struggle against the ocecupier
who awaits you. May each of you care for yourself, and think of yourself and your needs
without becoming dependent on anyone: that would be well-ordered charity. At that point
where the individual cannot take care of their own needs, may the family take care of them
and at the point where it cannot, may the village take care of them and where the village
cannot, may the whole region do it.

Always try to produce things in the place where you are and avoid the unnecessary
circulation of goods—for that is where waste occurs and then there arise the work of the
brokers, the speculators, the national politicians or others who have taken away the products
on which the life of the people depends.

You will be supporting or reestablishing the old village industries and you will be Creating
new ones.

Wherever you are, encourage the spinning of cotton/khadi which will reduce unemployment.
The spinning wheels cost very little and cotton is abundant: we ought no longer to buy our
cloth from the English, who take cotton from our country make into cloth and import it again
to our country.

Prepare for political independence through economic independence: and I remind you of
what is the unique goal of the economy—not economic development as such, but rather the
development of the human person, of their interjor peace, the elevation of their spirit and
their liberation.

My children, may the human being always remain greater than what they produce and more
precious than what they have! Go, root our misery and cultivate sobriety.”

Swaraj rests upon the satisfaction of needs and not on the abundance created by mass
production: “The earth supplies enough to satisfy the needs of each person Pm not greed of
each person. It is more greed and the hardness of pegrt (rather than a scarcity of resources)

Recent Trends in Social Sciences and Commerce Page 127
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that have created the problem as much for this generation as for the following ones”. Greed
comes from the desire for excess,swaraj aims to limit human desires and to satisfy first basic
needs.

An important axis of the economic thought of Gandhi is the simplification of needs or
more accurately, the self-limitation of desires, that is the reason that many people think that
he is the originator of the idea of a ‘zero-growth’ economy: “To live simply so that others can

simply live”; “It is necessary to bring an end to this mad rush that drives one to always want .

more money”; “In what concerns my rule of life, I must say that I have never dared to possess
that which I did not need”.

Among the ingredients of the idea of swargj, it is necessary to note the predominance
of the traditional sector. The highest importance is given to agriculture and to food crops. A
balance should be maintained between this primary sector (agriculture, forestry, fishing), the
secondary one (industry) and the third sector (service) and the balance should be based on the
human resources available in each country.

Secondly, the villages ought to be more important than the cities. Gandhi observes:
“You cannot build non-violence in a civilization of factories, but it can be built in self-
limiting villages. You ought therefore to have a rural mentality and to have that you should
have faith in the method of weaving”. :

Seven criteria characterize economic independence acoording to Gandhi:
* Elimination of poverty and the minimizing of wealth.
= Self-sufficiency of each unit in its basic needs.
= Identification of basic human needs and the means of meeting them.
* Agriculture that is respectful of the environment as a basis for the creation of a durable
economy.
* Production that is based as far as possible on small groups.
* Control and elimination of distorted views by basic eduction and technical formation.
* Limitations to the concentration of economic power.
2) Self-sufficiency (swadeshi)

Swadeshi is a mode of production that is decentralized, home-based, modeled on
handcraft, respectful of life (especially animal life) and of the environment, rather than the
modes of production which are centralized, industrial and mechanical. Mass production
requires people to leave their villages, their homes, their lands, their customs in order to work
in a factory.

Following the principle of swadeshi, everything that is made in a village should be
used above all by the members of the village. Exchange between villages, between villages
and cities and even more between nations should be limited to the
minimum. Swadeshi thereby avoids the use of unnecessary transportation which is unhealthy,
unproductive and destructive of the environment.

In order to avoid separating the economy from the profound spiritual foundations of
life, it is best when each individual participates as much as possible in their own community,
when the production of goods is kept to a small scale, when the economy is local, when the
preference is given to handcrafts and local manufacturing.

3) The guardianship of ethics and spirituality over economics (trusteeship):

%
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The Gandhian idea of trusteeship emerges from his faith in the law of non-possession.
Itis based on the belief that a| things come from God and belong to God. All the resources of

portion, they have control of it for the sake of all of humanity.
In essence, Gandhi is proposing this idea as 4 solution to the financial inequalities of
inheritance and income, a sort of non-violent solution to resolve the social and economic

which the centre of Gandhj’s economic thought. The Gandhian economy envisages a
redistribution of materia] wealth as way of guaranteeing human dignity.
" Private property is not absolute but is subordinated to the common good.
* Anindividual cannot retain and used their wealth for egotistic satisfaction, ignoring the
interests of society.
* The differences in income ought to be reasonable, equitable and variable over time—
with the tendency toward reducing the discrepancies.
®* Production should be determined by need and not by personal whim.

In many texts, Gandhj illustrates the connection between ethics and economics:

“The true economy is never in opposition with the highest ethical principles, in the same way
that true ethics, to deserve that name, has to become at the same time a good
economics...The frue economy defends social justice: it promotes the good of all through an
equality that includes the weakest; and it is indispensable for a good life™; “The fact of
extending the law of non-violence to the domain of the cconomy signifies nothing less that
taking moral values into consideration when determing the rules of international commerce.”

Gandhi was far from hostile to science whose methods he admired so much that he
attempted to transpose them into the context of his life and action. He did not criticize science
itself but rather the uses that were made of it by modern civilization and industry.

At the same time, Gandhi was not opposed to all technology, indeed, he recognized
that it could ease the suffering of people. He was full of admiration for the bicycle and the
Singer sewing machine. Yet he wanted machines to remain subservient to the worker and he
recommended small machines that could be used by a greater number rather than large
machines aimed at mass production. He was very critical of heavy industry. It is necessary,
he argued, “to favour production by the masses rather than mass production”, that is to say to
give work to all through small enterprises in agriculture, industry or handcrafts and to limit
the control of machines.

For Gandhi, a machine-based civilization was not a civilization. A society in which
workers were chained to their work, where animals were treated with cruelty in farm
factories, and in which economic activity led to ecological destruction could not be
considered a civilization. Its citizens are neurotic, the world is being transformed into a desert
and its cities are jungles of concrete, pavement and steel. “The craze of wanting to make
everything ‘by the dozen’ is the cause of the world crisis we are experiencing. Suppose for an
instant that a machine could meet al] human needs. Production would find itself concentrated
at certain points in the world so that it would be necessary to organize a complex distribution
network to supply those needs of humanity. On the contrary, if each region produced what it

needed, the problem of distribution would be automatically solved.”
Recent Trends in Social Sciences and Commerce Page 129
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The ‘Gandhian plan of economic development’ proposed in 1944 allowed for a
limited role for modem industry. “I have never envisaged, nor even less recommended that
we abandon even a single of the industrial activies which are healthy and profitable,” he
argued. But the Congress Party proposed the ‘Bombay plan’ which was developed by a group
of industrialists and supported by Jawaharlal Nehru.*

While marxist socialism insisted on control and violence for overcoming an
oppressive order, the program of Gandhi anticipated first a change of heart on the part of the
wealthy, but it didn’t exclude control: “If despite everything, and after the most dedicated
efforts we cannot persuade the wealthy to truly protect the poor, and if that latter are truly
oppressed, what can one do? It was in trying to answer this question that the methods of non-
cooperation and civil disobedience appeared to me to be the one capable of satisfying both
justice and effectiveness. The wealthy cannot make their fortune in a given society without
the cooperation of the poor. If this truth took root among the poor and if they were convinced :
of it, they would take confidence and learn how to free themselves on their own, with non-
violent methods, from the oppressive inequalities that have borne them to the edge of
starvation”. Gandhi clearly sees therefore, the forces on the field of battle and he knew how
to apply them through public opinion and the press.

The call for the conversion of the rich and to a voluntary sharing was to be the
conception of VinobaBhave, Gandhi’s disciple, in his ‘bhoodan campaign’ (land-gift) aimed
at land redistribution to the poor.* The other disciples of Gandhi, however, took a different
approach, for example, Jayaprakash Narayan or Martin Luther King Jr. who both understood
that the Gandhian political campaigns, while they were addressed to the conscience of the
oppressors, also exercised a pressure and constraint which obliged them to act politically. The
approach of Rajagopal also moves in this direction based on the recognition that the right to
land 1s a right of the human being and justifies non-violent actions of pressure and constraint
with the goal of changing the existing legal and social situations.

It remains a task for us today to realize intelligently these intuitions of Gandhian
thought... The best disciples of a master are those who don’t simply repeat like parrots but
rather who adapt to new contexts and eventually dare even to contradict the master on this or
that point. Let me give one example in the Gandhian tradition to conclude.

Joseph Chelladurai Cornelius Kumarappa (1892-1960), a friend of Gandhi, was his
foremost disciple in the area of economics. Kumarappa was a commerce and economics
expert trained at Columbia University. He dedicated himself to the study of the practical and
theoretical bases of different forms of economy. In 1940 he became the secretary of
the AIVIA (All India Village Industries Association). He built his work from the premise that
every being, in fulfilling its proper way of acting is at the same time fulfilling the role which
is assigned to it in the largest cycle of of life. He explained these ideas in the work
entitled, The Economy of Permanence: A Quest for a Social Order based on Non-violence.

Kumarappa recognized clearly that the world was not made for a complete non-
violent cooperation among its different elements. In fact he identifies five types of economies
with very different natures: parasitic, predatory, entreprenenrial, gregarions and serviee-
oriented. For him, the service-oriented economy is the highest kind of economy. The
contemporary economy, dominated by the quest for infinite growth, generating
environmental degradation and social ills, is a transitory economy with a future.The work of

m
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Kumarappa illustrates how the conception of the human being which is presupposed in
classical economic science is really derived from capitalist society and is far from being
universal. Kumarappa tried to elaborate on the mechanisms of production and distribution
within a sarvodaya economy, but his work remained incomplete, in part because he put so
much of his energy toward his work in the area of village industries.
The Kumarappa Instinute of Gram Swaraj or KGS, created in 1967, elaborated and developed
his methods toward a development that was based on balance and autonomy. It focussed
particularly on women, untouchables, tribal populations and the marginalized through its
projects of micro-development to meet the basic needs of peoples (agriculture and
cultivation, handcrafts, energy, urigation, small industry, hygene) and the creation of village
councils.
In this light, finally, we can clarify the key concepts of the colloquium in Bhopal
around the three concepts so central to Gandhi.
* Swaraj is political and economic independence but also the liberaton of the human
being from all systems and ideologies which would undermine human dignity.
*  Swadeshi iz economic self-reliance, but the reappropriation of one’s own life and an
apprenticeship in taking control of one’s own interior power.
* Trusteeship, predominance given to ethics and the common good. A non-viol
* ent economy presupposes the autonomy of everyone, the right and the inspiration of
cveryone to begin an undertaking according to their own action while at the same time
maintaining as the ultimate objective and rule of action, the interests of the community.
In the past thirty years, the new notion of “Thinking globally and acting locally’ has
become prominent. To act locally is to express the autonomy of each person, group, village
region. To think globally is to take into account together three aspects of our common good:
the economic aspect (producing goods to satisfy human needs), the social aspect (protecting
the interdependence of society and the dignity of all) and the ecological aspect (preserving
the life and the biodiversity of our planet).Etine.
Bibliography
e B. N. Ghosh, Beyond Gandhian Economics: towards a Creative
Deconstruction,SagePublications,New Delhi.2012.
e O.P. Misra, Economics Thought of Gandhi and Nehru: A Comparative Analysis, M.
D. Publication, New Delhi,1995.
e A. M. Pandiri, A Comprehensive, Annotated Bibliography on Mahatma
Gandhi,Grenwood Press, New Délhi, 1995.
* M. K. Gandhi, The Story of my Experiments with truth, Beacon press, New Delhi,
1993.
e Louis Fischer, The life of Mahatma Gandhi, Harper Collins, 1997.

Page 131

Recent Trends in Social Sciences and Commerce



Ahmednagar Jilha Maratha Vidya Prasarak Samaj's

NEW ARTS, COMMERCE AND SCIENCE COLLEGE, AHMEDNAGAR

(NAAC Accredited A” Grade with CGPA 3.79)

Two Day State Level Workshop

on
Research Methodology in Social Sciences
Organised by

e ::pd—'sfﬁeraduaterﬂepal!tinent—-Of:Emm?mi?sv—-—f T e e

Sponsored by
Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune

This is to Certify that Mr./N&./DF... Satbha (. Ravi.S: e
vom.Arfss Gammerce. ans Seience colleys.AshtiBeed vas

V-—
Participated/Presented a Paper /Chaired a Session /worked as Resource Person in a
Two Day State Level Workshop on Research Methodology in Social Sciences,

Organised in Collaboration with, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune

on 5" and 6" February, 2019.

The title of the Paper Presented is ..... . Ll m e finntnaniitnfaciasccsmennimefindiastassasacass

:
Prof.R.G. Kaihe Dr B.H. Zaware

Head Principal and Convener

Department of Economics




| 9

27

Ve e
| 1

RESEARCH

METHODOLOGY
~in Social Science

Chief Editor
Dr. B. H. Zaware
Editors
# Prof R C. Kolhe | Dr.©. P Thakur
3 Dr B.D. Undre | Prof S. M. Waghmare
Prof S. V. Kale | DrMs. P N. Khose

PRSHANT

PUBLICATIONS




R o TR N e

Research Methodology in Social Science
© Reserved

R ) [

Prashant

Publisher & Printer
Rangrao A Patil | Prashant Publications '
3, Pratap Nagar, Dynaneshwar Mandir Road, Near Nutan Maratha College,
Jalgaon 425 001. Ph: 0257-2235520, 2232800.

Web: www.prashantpublication.com Email: prashantpublication jal@gmail.com
Edition: February, 2019 1SBN: 978-93-88769-34-1 Price: 295/~
Cover Design / Typesetting: Prashant Publications

e P e e e P e e e T S PO

Disclaimer: The authors are solely responsible for the contents of the papers compiled in this volume.
The publishers or editors do not take responsibility for the same in any manner. Errors if any are purely

" unintentional and readers arc requested to communicate such error to the editors or publishers to avoid

discrepancies i future.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication shall be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted,
in any form or by any means, ¢lectronic. mechanical. photocopying (zerox copy). recording or otherwise,

without the prior permission of the Publishers.

2 | PRASHANT PUBLICATIONS

stude
demc
socia
comp
stude
of dis
expla



i ¢
,:__ 35. Importance of Tabulation in Research Methodology 123
% - Waghmare Santosh Marutirao
f 36. Research And Social Science 126
¥ - Gadadare Ananda Baban
i 37." Challenges of Social Sciences Research 128
! - Dr. Undre Baliram Dadarao
38. Scope of Social Science Research 131
- Nanwate N. N.
39. Qualitative Research Methodology in Social Sciences 134
- Dr. Sontakke Deepak P., Dr. Ghorpade Ashok V.
49. Ethics in Historical Research 138
- Satbhai Ravi S.
41. GINGATATS STRTESATA TET Loereeonneassraaaannns SR, S S— 140
- &1 Qe . . ' - ‘
42. STLTPTTEI TYNGT T HUNET STRFGET ..ovvernaarnnrmncmasrrensnnasassuosconsonass 146
- HeIR . I
43. TIATESTER TONET : THETAT, TTET T TR . eveeranacaaennrnrenronoosascases .. 149
- 1S TERie e
44, SRagTa SN TEET 0 HE TG SO .151
¥ - firare dfcy gliws
o= o 45. GUTHSTEIT TINSATT IO WA TR oo sisnisasinessisnisssasIST
ERUEERICEEE ]
46. TR T AT WIS WA U G L s oo oaee 161
- USEE JUHI YAV, <. HRS IWE 4
47. shere SEdie TrAfE FeivEaTear i TR s 164
- RIS TS IH
48. TS FTETATE UINEATH WG envnrarnavacemrscraraorasronns e eeeteraeaanas 167
- @ wprEmR . g
49. TTTITNE TINTATAS TEGINBAT W oevvnnnnecrevemmmmnssaraamammmaseessnsens 1M
- =7, fmied g
50. Tyiem sufor AR AL o S, 174
- €. el Mg e
51. WETRRE WTETde GUEARIS Jearcies ok T JeafRaegmr. .. 177
- e I ‘
52, TUEHTH SRETTG BUNEATE FJUGFAAT .oovveeeemamaenannnesssnneeonaceanas 179
_ R @ s ,

RESEARCH METHDOLOGY IN SOCIIAL SCIENCE | 7




o
=¥
— $—

Ethics in Historical Research

Satbhai Ravi S.

ATSPM’S Arts, Commerce and Science Collage, Ashti, Dist Beed.

Introduction:
A code of ethics for historians contains a mixture of three types of principles. Many princip!

contain classic ideas that were formulated and tested during the past centuries. Their classi¢ characta
indicates that the code belongs to a long tradition of reflection about the ethics of historians. Other 0l
principles are reworded to fit into a consistent language of rights and duties, the pressing relevance &

which is shown throughout the book.
Accountability of Historical Research:

Historians should do everything that lies in
of history. It is our professional expertise our access (0, and production of, expert knowledge abe

the past that distinguishes us from others interested in the past. This does not mean in the least
historians own the past history is too important to be left to historians alone; rather it means that th

; have specific duties. The philosopher André Mercier aptly summarized the core message. Its us
——recommended for-other professional and-nonprofessional historians. It is also a tool for the ge
public wanting to be informed about the standards of the historical profession. It constitutes a s

principles about the historians’ rights and duties and expresses a vision on its four irreducible valu

freedom and integrity (of historians), respect (for those they study), and the careful and methodicz
determined and executed search for historical truth (as the result of the interactions between histo e

and others). Higher education institutions should be accountable for the creation, through the colleg

process and/or through negotiation with organizations representing higher-education :
personnel, consistent with the principles of academic freedom and freedom of speech, of stat

or codes of ethics to guide higher education personnel in their teaching, scholarship, research3

extension work.

Ethics regarding Publication:
Historians shall publish and disseminate their corroborated research findings as much as po

Reports with a secret or confidential character shall be kept to a minimum. Peer review shall be c2
out objectively and impartially; it shall be anonymous only when absolutely necessary. Peers
conflict or harmony of interests, real or perceived, with the historians under review, shall abstz
reviewing them. Historians shall check their findings in a free and public debate among informe
verifying colleagues, students, and third parties. They shall be tolerant of divergent informed and®
fide opinions of mainstream historians and their opponents. Their orientation shail be-universa =
that their research shall not be audience-relative but shall allow, in principle, worldwide verif i
Moral Evaluations Historians shall be sensitive to their implicit moral evaluations. As part 3
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right to silence, historians have an absolute right not to mention their own explicit moral evaluations
about the past. However, they shall be allowed to make such explicit moral evaluations on their
subjects of study, on the condition that these have sufficient factual basis, are prudent and fair, and
are a contribution to the public debate about history. In such evaluations, historians shall at all times
clearly distinguish the values of contemporaries of thé epoch studied, those of themselves, and those
embodied in universal human rights standards. Although historians are not obliged to make statements
about responsibility and guilt of historical actors or to draw moral lessons from the past, in cases of
imprescriptible crimes, such as genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes, they shall try, to
the best of their ability, to indicate the range of well-founded evaluations. Although historians should .
reject the duty to remember and although individually they have the freedom to choose their research
and teaching topics, they form a global professional community that, when perceived as such, has the
collective duty, in principle, to study and teach the past in its entirety, including suppressed, generally
forgotten, or controversial historical issues.

Conclusion:

Solidarity Historians shall treat colleagues and history students with respect and sympathy. They
shall work for the rights.of all members of the profession worldwide. They shall show solidarity with
colleagues and history students whose rights are violated.
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Significance of Idols and Temples in Hinduism

Ravi Subhashrao Satbhai
Dept. of History,
ATSPM’s Adv. B. D. Hambarde Mahavidyalaya, Ashti, Dist. Beed
ravi7bhai@gmail.com

Introduction: !

Hindu religion is said to be oldest on the carth. No other religion has as many idols as
Hindu religion. As good as thirty three crore (33,00,00,000) deities are their in Hindu religion.
Lacs of temples of Hindu gods and goddesses in India-and abroad attract crores of devotees. Idol
Worship is one of the most difficult and unclear concepts of Hinduism that is quite often
misunderstood and misinterpreted. Hindus worship idols and sculptures but people of other
religions laugh at it. This paper aims to throw light on the significance of idols in Hinduism.

Simply an idol is image or statue of a deity fashioned to be an object of worship', which
can be actually or symbolically.

In this sense Hinduism presents several concepls for the word idol
1. Pratima: it's a Sanskrit word that means: image or likeness of the deity’.

Murti: a Sanskrit word that means “form™ or “manifestation”. It's the most common name for a

sculptural image of a Hindu deity fashioned by human beings, rather than those that are self-

manifested (svayambhu images) forms of the deity’.
Thus, the murti is more than a likeness; it is the deity itself taken “form™. The uses of the

word murti in the Upanishads and the Bhagavad-gita suggest that the form is its essence”.

3. Vigraha: a Sanskrit word that means “form”, it refers to a sacred image or depiction of a deity’.

4. Svayambhu images: the self-manifested images of the deities, it denotes any image of a Hindu
divinity believed to exist by virtue of divine self-revelation, rather than by being made or
established by human hands. These images are believed to be intensely holy and powerful, and
to have a more pronounced sense of the deity’s presence. They mark instances where these
deities have revealed themselves out of grace, in order to become accessible to their devotees
(bhakta), and they are places where the deities are believed to be particularly present and
“awake,” and thus more receptive to requests for favors. Svayambhu images can be found for
cach of the three major Hindu deities. Images of the Goddess are often natural rock formations,
such as the image of the goddess Kamakhya, which is a natural cleft in the rock’.

An idol, sculpture or statue represent the deities. They are made of different material but
mean the same. Other religions don’t believe in murtipooja. In that they believe god to be formless.
To trust and surrender at a formless god is comparatively difficult. Almost all idols of Hindu are
supernatural to create an impression that they are different from normal human beings. From the
previous terms we can conclude that idols are a part of static symbolism in Hinduism.

Static symbolism may be further subdivided into two classes as we can see which may be
called natural and artificial. An artificial symbol is chosen arbitrarily to represent a particular thing
because it recalls the thing by virtue of its possessing analogous qualities or through association in
thought’. A natural symbol, on the other hand, not only symbolizes the thing in question but also
manifests it in a mysterious manner on account of some hidden natural relation between the two".

Hindus view God as having both transcendental and immanent aspects. The Lord exists in his

spiritual abode (transcendence) and is likewise present in the hearts of all individuals (immanence).
Another aspect of God'’s immanence is when he descends into our world as so many incarnations
(avatars).

Still another form of his immanence comes to us in the form of the Deity: Murti. God becomes

manifest not only as incarnations but also in “material” images’.

Gods and goddesses are identified with specific iconography and every position of the hands

or feet. Many deities have several hands, each carrving a weapon or a flower to protect the
devotees from harm. Some Hindus interpret the many arms of a deity as representing omnipotence.
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